
HP FACT SHEET #6:   
 
WHEN TO DO ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 
 
HUD offers the following guidance on when to do professional archaeological field investigations.  It is applicable 
to both Part 50 and Part 58 programs.  It meets the “reasonable and good faith effort” requirement to identify 
historic properties, per 36 CFR § 800.4(b). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This guidance is supported further by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s 2007 Policy Statement on 
Affordable Housing and Historic Preservation (72 FR 7387-7389), Implementation Principle #8, that limits 
archaeological field investigations in certain situations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEED ADDITIONAL HELP? 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HUD ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  Office of Environment and Energy, Environmental Planning Division, CPD, May 2009 

 
 Archaeological field investigations and related work should be approved only when HUD or the Responsible 

Entity (RE) is persuaded by authoritative sources of information that there is a “likely” (§ 800.4(b)(1)) presence 
of National Register-eligible or -listed properties within the project site and that the project may affect National 
Register resources. 

 
 Authoritative sources of information include, but are not limited to, reports, studies, surveys, predictive models, 

National Register data, and/or tribal input.  These data must demonstrate that the project site contains or is 
reasonably adjacent to archaeological sites that meet National Register criteria.  

 
 The SHPO/THPO and other qualified persons may provide such information.  The information should indicate a 

close and direct relationship between such previously discovered sites and the project site.  It should also 
indicate the likelihood that National Register resources will be affected.  Archaeological field investigation in 
such cases would help determine the presence of resources on site and provide the basis for establishing their 
significance and the project effects on them. 

 
 For urban areas, it is reasonable to consider the project site relationship only to such off-project archeological 

sites that are immediately adjacent to the project site. 
 

 In the case of projects for new developments in areas not previously developed or disturbed, a somewhat more 
distant site or ring of sites may be considered as relevant to the project site.  But still, in this scenario, HUD or 
the RE must be persuaded that documented archaeology sites outside the APE are reasonably close enough to the 
project site to establish a likely relationship and so warrant a professional field investigation on the project site. 

 
  HUD or the RE should generally not honor a request for a professional archaeological field investigation 

without specific justification or solely on grounds that previous surveys have never been conducted in the area.  
HUD or the RE may turn down such requests as an unjustifiable public expense, particularly where private or 
non-federal lands are involved. 

Implementation Principle #8: 
 
“Archeological investigations should be avoided for affordable housing 
projects limited to rehabilitation and requiring minimal ground disturbance” 
(emphasis added). 


